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Background

ÅOn Tuesday, April 20, an 
explosion occurred on a 
deepwater drilling platform 
located approximately 50 
miles southeast of Venice, 
Louisiana.

ÅThe platform caught fire 
and sank two days later, 
with an estimated 11 
workers unaccounted for. 



Background

ÅOn Saturday, April 24, it was discovered that the well that fed 
the rig was leaking oil.

ÅCurrently discharging an estimated 5,000 barrels (210,000 
gallons) per day. 

ÅAs a result of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, during oil spill 
events, the party responsible for the spill is also responsible 
for the cost of cleanup.

ÅThe U.S. Coast Guard has oversight authority of spill 
response activities. 
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Coast Guard Incident Command



April 30th Executive Order



May 3rd Executive Order





Blowout Preventer



Cofferdam Containment Dome 


